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A quarterly publication of the American Historical Print Collectors Society             The 2022 annual meeting of 
the American Historical Print 
Collectors Society will be held in 
the Mile High City, May 19–21 
2021, with an optional day trip 
into the Rockies on the 22nd. 
Highlights of the meeting include 
lectures by esteemed print experts, 
a visit to the American Museum of 
West of Art, and a morning session 
dedicated to looking at the issue of 
“Prejudice in Prints.” 
     A registration form for the 
meeting is enclosed (and the 
itinerary is on page 4). You may 
also register at: ahpcs.org/2022-
registration
     The meeting will include three 
morning sessions of lectures, 
including topics ranging from the 

images of Charles Graham to pictorial maps, and from early lithography in Texas to Colorado fine art 
prints. A tour of the world class American Museum of Western Art is included, and an optional day trip 
to Georgetown is offered on Sunday, including a ride on the famous “loop” railroad, a mine tour, and 
a visit to the Hotel de Paris. A print mart and dinner will be held on Thursday evening and the annual 
AHPCS auction and dinner on Saturday evening.
     The Saturday morning session will focus on issues related to prejudice in American historical prints. 
Many printed images of all types long have (and still do) exhibit prejudice toward individuals or groups 
on the basis of their physical type or race, or on their inclusion in a particular ethnic or religious group. 
Prints which display such prejudice are hateful by intent and insidious in their pervasive appearance 
throughout history and into the present day. Two lectures will consider the topic of women as depicted in 
nineteenth-century popular prints and anti-Asian images in nineteenth-century American print culture. 
     These will be followed by a panel discussion exploring the issue of what prejudice in prints looks like 
and how we can acknowledge and counteract the damage these images have done, both overtly and 
subliminally, over many years. The panel will consist of an expert in ethnic studies, Professor Tukufu 
Zuberi of the University of Pennsylvania; Professor Ashleigh Lawrence-Sanders of the University of 
Colorado; a curator of fine arts, Dr. Stephanie Delamaire from Winterthur Museum; and a dealer in 
historical prints, Christopher Lane from The Philadelphia Print Shop West.  

(continued on page 4)

Above: Col. D.H. Huyett. “The Kansas Gold Region—View of Auraria and Denver City...” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 
Dec. 15, 1860. Courtesy of the Philadelphia Print Shop West.
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Letter from the President
By Allen Bernard

Left: Sledders on Mt. Adams, Cincinnati
E.T. (Edward Timothy) Hurley (1869 - 1950)
Etching, 1915,  11 3/4 x 8 inches. Photo Courtesy of 
Cincinnati Art Galleries, Cincinnati, Ohio

     Now that the holidays are over and we are in the depths of winter (even those of you in warm 
climates), it is a good time to examine some of our prints that have stayed in their drawers or solander 
boxes or might have even been forgotten, yes, forgotten!
     The old idiom, “There’s more than meets the eye,” can apply to many of the prints in our collections.  
After our purchase of a desired print, we acquired it, admired it, (and probably take pride in the price 
that we paid for it!), registered it, and placed it in a secure space or perhaps upon our walls. But for every 
print, there often is “more than meets the eye.” As we examine it under a magnifying glass, we may find 
the name or initials of the artist within the image itself. The lines of the etching will tell us whether it is 
a drypoint or line etching. Is a relief print from wood or a linocut? Can traces of the wood grain be seen 
under magnification? These are important queries for print lovers.
     Then there is the process of checking the dimensions against that given or contained in a catalogue 
raisonné. In doing this latter task, I recall in closely examining a recently purchased print, the dimensions 
did not exactly match that given in the catalogue raisonné. Bewildered, as the signature did look 

authentic, I called the director of the 
museum holding a collection of this 
artist’s works. She patiently explained 
to me that the artist had made multiple 
copies of a few of his prints on a high-
quality printer, signed them, and 
presented them at various meetings 
he attended. The director was very 
interested, however, as she was making 
notation of each of these prints and this 
information would be indicated in a 
future catalogue raisonné! The seller did 
refund my purchase price, but the lesson 
remains: check those dimensions.
     In looking at the print, the paper 
quality must be examined very closely. Is 
there a watermark? What KIND of paper 
did the artist or publisher use? Find 
out all you can about the paper and its 
possible country of origin.
     Then there are those “unidentifiable” 
prints in our collection that cause 
despair, consternation, and gray hair. 
Take another close look at that signature. 
Likewise, check the image itself in 
Google Images or www.tineye.com that 
compares it with thousands of other 
images. We also have many experts in our 
AHPCS ranks who are pleased to render 
an opinion.
     Yes, prints often contain more than 
meets the eye and we may even discover 
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that our beloved print is “less than meets 
the eye” as we discover imperfections, 
signatures that are not authentic, and 
unauthorized changes. 
     These are the joys and disappointments 
of print collecting and February and March 
are perfect times to take another look at 
our treasures, these possessions, that mold 
our traditions, keeping us connected with 
the past, in addition to building memories 
of the present.
     Winter has arrived in 2022! And don’t 
neglect to make those hotel reservations 
and travel arrangements for our May 
Denver meeting!

Allen

In Memoriam
Nancy R. Braun (1929–2021)
Longtime Member, Collector, Homemaker, 
Teacher, Gardener, Spouse of Dr. Robert B. 
Braun, former 15th president (1990-1991).

Jay T. Last (1929–2021)
Physicist, entrepreneur, investor, art collector, 
author and amateur mountain climber.

West Moore Ruggles (1976–2021)
Historical print collector, member, son of 
members Warren and Susan Ruggles, brother of 
Dr. Seth Ruggles. 

The Society is going to miss these wonderful friends 
and knowledgeable collectors. We are always looking 
for remembrances of members. If you are interested in 
writing one, please contact the editor. 

Above: A “Spill Out” on the Snow. New York: Published by Currier & 
Ives, ca. 1870. Courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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state and is houses an impressive collection of 
books, manuscripts, newspapers, photographs, 
prints and maps. 

Afternoon:
Free afternoon, with opportunity to visit any of the 
terrific nearby museums
• Denver Museum of Art  
www.denverartmuseum.org
• Kirkland Museum of Fine & Decorative Arts  
www.kirklandmuseum.org
• Clyfford Still Art Museum  
www.clyffordstillmuseum.org
 
Evening:
Free evening
• The Philadelphia Print Shop West will be 
holding an open house with refreshments in 
Cherry Creek North

Saturday, May 21
Morning:
• Lecture by Kate Steinway on women in 19th 
century popular prints
• Lecture on Anti-Asian Images in 19th-Century 
American Print Culture by David Mihaly
• Prejudice in Prints panel (see description on page 1)

Box lunch/Q&A Session:
Following the panel itself, we will offer boxed 
lunches ($25 each), and will have an informal 
Q&A with the panel members while people eat 
their lunches.

Afternoon:
Free afternoon

Evening:
Dinner and auction.  Open bar courtesy of 
Hindman Auctions.
Sunday, May 22

Optional day trip:
Bus trip to Georgetown, Colorado
• Ride on the world-famous Georgetown Loop 
Railroad www.georgetownlooprr.com
• Tour of the historic Hotel de Paris  
www.hoteldeparismuseum.org
• Lunch at Cabin Creek Brewery  
www.cabincreekbrewing.com
Cost of trip would be $120 (including bus, lunch 
& entrance fees).

(continued from page 1)
Non-members are invited to attend the meeting, 
and will find registration information on the 
AHPCS website. A block of rooms has been 
reserved at the historic Brown Palace (@$219 
per night) or the connected Holiday Inn Express 
(@$169 per night incl. breakfast). The lectures/
meetings will be held at History Colorado, 
located five blocks away. Please note that for the 
safety and comfort of our members, attendance at 
the Denver meeting is limited to those who have 
been fully vaccinated against the Covid-19 virus.  
     Non-members are also able to register for 
just the Saturday morning sessions at a reduced 
cost. Students are especially welcome and a 
subsidized registration fee is available for them.
     Questions can be addressed to Chris Lane at 
lane@pps-west.com 

AHPCS 2022 Meeting Itinerary 
Thursday, May 19
Morning:
• Lecture on Charles Graham by Gregg Walla
• Lecture on Colorado fine art prints by Deborah 
Wadsworth & Leon Loughridge
• Annual meeting

Afternoon:
Tour of the American Museum of Western Art 
www.anschutzcollection.org
The Anschutz Collection at the American 
Museum of Western Art is one of the very best 
collections of art on the subject, with over 600 
paintings, drawings and sculptures. With works 
from the early nineteenth century to the modern 
era and included a number that were used to 
make prints. The collection is housed in the 
historic Navarre Building.

Evening:
Dinner & Print Mart.  Cash bar.

Friday, May 20
Morning:
• Lecture on early lithography in Texas by Ron 
Tyler
• Lecture on pictorial maps by Wes Brown

Visit to the archives of History Colorado  
www.historycolorado.org
History Colorado is the historical society for the 



Needed: Website Administrator, 
American Historical Print Collectors Society

     The American Historical Print Collectors Society (AHPCS) is seeking a part-time administrator for 
its new website (ahpcs.org), launched in the spring of 2019. The goal is to produce creative web content 
that will appeal to both members and potential members; to use the website as a platform to increase a 
subscriber base and membership in the organization; to maintain those membership records; to update 
and maintain the functionality of the website and to ensure compliance with all laws and regulations.

Primary tasks include:
• Adapting and editing existing content for digital publication
• Engaging members and non-members to develop new content
• Planning and executing social media campaigns
• Sending all-member emails using Mailchimp or a similar service 
• Creating monthly email newsletter (and find all of the included content)
• Updating the website when new issues of Imprint or the News Letter appear
• Creating a monthly blog post
• Updating social media (Instagram, Facebook, Twitter)
• Creating new webpage content
• Working with a contract Web Developer to troubleshoot website issues. 

Other tasks that have impacted this position include:
• Exporting and editing mailing lists
• Editing annual Member Directory
• Manage online board/officer elections
• Create the online registration forms 
• Track and tabulate website usage statistics
• Oversee online advertising

     It is expected that the administrator will work closely with the President of AHPCS, the Website 
Committee, the Regional Meeting coordinator, the editors of the News Letter and Imprint (both 
publications of AHPCS), and scholars and writers from among and outside the AHPCS membership.
     The successful candidate will be a skilled writer, copy editor and proofreader with an eye for detail and 
an understanding of the special requirements of web writing, as well as hands-on experience on a variety 
of social media platforms. They will also have several years of experience in a professional setting—
preferably not-for-profit or academic—collaborating with writers and researchers to generate content for 
digital publication. 
     A familiarity with Word Press, Mailchimp, Woo Commerce, and various other web and social media 
platforms is preferred, as is a knowledge of American print methods and history before 1921. Finally, 
the successful candidate must be a “self-starter” comfortable with a high level of autonomy and the 
challenges involved in fleshing out this important position in an organization whose leadership and 
members are widely dispersed.
     The position can be filled remotely from anywhere in the continental United States, though travel for 
Board meetings may be required once or twice a year. It is estimated that the position will require 10-15 
hours of work per week, though the editor will largely be able to set their own schedule and deadlines.
     AHPCS is a non-profit group that encourages the collection, preservation, study, and exhibition 
of original historical American prints that are 100 or more years old. Founded in 1975, AHPCS has 
approximately 320 members including individual collectors, print dealers, and educational and other 
institutions. The Society fosters the collection, preservation, study and exhibition of original historical 
American prints and encourages and supports research and development of publications helpful to the 
appreciation and conservation of these prints. 
     The position will be as an independent contractor. Salary is commensurate with experience. Please 
send email with c.v. and cover letter to board.ahpcs@gmail.com 



     Donald J. Bruckner of Hicksville, N.Y. passed away at his home on October 21, 2021 at the age of 
95. His children, Jann Kenny (Gary), Barbara Lee Weddeke, Kim Smith (Mark), Karen Dwyer (Robert), 
James (Mary Ellen) Donald’s wife, Barbara passed away at age 88 on March 13th, 2016. Many of you 
might remember her as she had a business purchasing and selling glass material together with Don while 
he was showing prints along with other antiques. Don & Barbara were both wonderful members and 
enjoyed being together with others. Living here in Long Island, 
Don introduced me to his son and asked that we take him to a great 
restaurant for the best steak available. This took place over many, 
many years with the three of us. His family will be missing their 
parents forever. Should you wish to contact them, the address is 37 
August Lane, Hicksville N.Y. 11801-4419. Telephone 516-931-5164.

Remembering Donald Bruckner
By John Zak 
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Member Digital 
Lecture Available
Member Michael McCue was invited 
to give a virtual lecture for the 
Western North Carolina Historical 
Association at the Smith-McDowell 
House Museum. His talk, which is 
part of a larger virtual lecture series, 
was titled “1874 Illustrations for The 
Land of the Sky” and was recorded. 
The full lecture is available at: 
youtu.be/-CcglS5qGVs

Image below: Wood engraving of the printing 
plant in Brooklyn where Appleton printed The 
Land of the Sky, courtesy of Michael McCue 

Needed: Imprint Books Review Editor 
Responsibilities:
-Identify for review appropriate new books about historical 
American prints or making substantial use of prints to support 
a larger thesis. Possible sources of titles to consider include 
books by past AHPCS fellows, candidates for the Newman 
Book award, recommendations from AHPCS members, and 
books/notices received from publishers. In consultation with 
Imprint, editor make selection.

-Identify qualified reviewer and invite him/her to write 
a review. Contact publisher for review copy to be sent to 
reviewer and confirm that copy was received.

-Do preliminary editing of book review draft in consultation 
with reviewer prior to sending it on to Imprint editor for final 
edit.

Qualifications:
-Broad knowledge of print scholars and collectors in order to 
match books with appropriate reviewers.

-Willingness to volunteer time to oversee the production of 
approximately 4-6 book reviews each year 
(2-3 per Imprint issue)

Please note: This is a volunteer position, but the 
successful applicant will receive a complimentary 
membership to the AHPCS while performing this role.

If interested in this opportunity, please email your 
cv to Sarah Weatherwax, Chair of the AHPCS 
Publications Committee, (printroom@librarycompany.org) 
and Caroline Sloat, Imprint editor, (cfsloat@charter.net). 

Springfield opening of the Print Society. 
Photograph courtesy of John Zak



     Join us for Regional 
Meetings in Fairfield and 
Mystic, Connecticut!
     Two in-person regional 
meetings will take place 
in Connecticut this spring. 
The first, on April 8th, 
will be a rare opportunity 
to view prints from the 
collections of the Fairfield 
Museum and History 
Center. A tour of the 
special exhibition “Visiting 
John Taylor Arms: A 
Master Printmaker and 
His Circle” will be led by 
curator Chelsea Garth.   
     While best known 
for his etched views of 
European and American cities, John Taylor Arms spent much of his life 
in Fairfield. A guestbook in the collection of the Fairfield Museum and 
History Center highlights Arms’ connection to other prominent figures in 
Connecticut, including Helen Keller, Francis Luis Mora, Clare Leighton, 
and Thomas W. Nason. The exhibition will explore their relationships 
through artwork, photographs, archives, and artifacts.
     The second meeting will take place at Mystic Seaport on June 17th and 
will feature Christina Brophy, Senior Director of Museum Galleries and 
Senior Vice President of Curatorial Affairs. She will speak on birds-eye 
views in the Mystic Seaport collection, focusing on O.H. Bailey’s 1879 
view of Mystic.  Brophy was originally scheduled to speak at the annual 
meeting in Mystic last fall, which was cancelled due to the pandemic.  
The meeting will also include a behind-the-scenes peek at additional 
prints in collections storage.
     For more information, contact Nancy Finlay, nfinlay@outlook.com and 
watch for updates on the AHPCS website.

Above: John Taylor Arms (1887-1953)
The Red Mill (The Red Barn, Southport), 1922
Aquatint on paper, edition 2 of 3, trial proof
Collection of the Fairfield Museum and History Center; Gift of Dorothy Noyes Arms, 1955, 
1985.530. Courtesy of the Fairfield Museum and History Center
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Regional 
Meeting 

News

Shadwell 
Conservation 

Grants
 
Accredited, non-
profit institutions 
with significant 
print collections are 
encouraged to apply 
for conservation grants 
for the preservation 
of American historical 
prints. An American 
historical print is 
defined as an American 
print over 100-years-
old. Applicants must 
be members of the 
AHPCS. This program 
is made possible 
through bequest funds 
from Wendy Shadwell, 
past president of the 
AHPCS. For more 
information please 
refer to the AHPCS 
website: www.ahpcs.
org or contact Roger 
Genser, Chairperson, 
Shadwell Print 
Conservation, PO Box 
5133, Santa Monica, 
CA 90409 (or email 
genserprints@verizon.
net). The next deadline 
is March 31, 2022.

Do you have an 
idea for a Regional 

Meeting (in-person or 
virtual)? 

Contact the 
Regional Activities 

Chair, Clayton Lewis, 
clayclem@umich.edu



American Historical Print Collectors Society 
150 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10016

Editor’s Note: the AHPCS News Letter is published quarterly. The next deadline for 
information is April 15, 2022. The editor reserves the right to make changes without 
prior approval; send contributions to jpenny@mwa.org. For members wishing to 
place an ad, the cost is $25 for 1/3 of a page and $50 for 1/2 a page. Your ad will 
appear in the next issue.
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Jackie Penny, AHPCS News Letter Editor
 
Directors: 
Fred Baron  Tom Bruhn
Christopher Lane David Wright  
Helena Wright  Roger Genser
Stephanie Delamaire  

 AHPCS Fellowship and 
Internship Program

 
      Qualified institutions, especially those having both 
collections of American prints and an established fellowship 
program, are invited to apply for funding for a month-long 
research fellowship or internship. The grant for accepted 
projects will be $2,000 from the Wendy Shadwell Fund of the 
American Historical Print Collectors Society.
      Internships might involve exhibition research, a short-
term cataloging project, conservation projects, or other object-
based experience. Institutions may select one research fellow/
intern candidate each year, then send information about the 
individual and the project. More than one institution can 
qualify to receive these internship/fellowship positions in a 
given year, depending on funding available to the American 
Historical Print Collectors Society through the Wendy 
Shadwell grant. 
      Deadline for submitting applications is May 1st of each 
year, with the first group of fellowship/internships to be 
awarded in 2022. Each individual selected would be designated 
as that institution’s American Historical Print Collectors 
Society Fellow. Individuals selected will receive a one-year 
membership and will be expected to write up a report of their 
project for publication in the AHPCS News Letter.
      Applications should be sent to: James Brust, Chairman, 
Wendy Shadwell Committee of the American Historical Print 
Collectors Society at jsbrust@aol.com

Image right: “Anne Page, Slender and Shallow” Engraving based on painting 
by Charles R. Leslie. From Forget me Not, New York, ca. 1849. Courtesy, AAS.

Exhibition at LCP
“Imperfect History: Curating the Graphic 
Arts Collection at Benjamin Franklin’s 
Public Library”; open now through 
April 8, 2022 at the Library Company 
of Philadelphia. More information at: 
librarycompany.org/imperfect-history


